Environmental Justice and Perceptions of Environmental RISk
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of environmental risks and their
relationship to the human

eat, play, ext.).

only exist If the distribution of
environmental risks are globally
constant. No network of human

vulnerable than another.

AEnvironmental Justice is built on
the principal that every human

being has the right to the same
environmental quality as another.

AEnvironmental Justice is the study |

environment (where we live, work,

Adeally, Environmental Justice can §

population would be more or less

Oakland directly boarders an industrial recycling plant.

relate toEnvironmental Injustice

This project studies the relationship between
Risk PerceptionsandActual Risk, as they

AThe results of the survey suggest a
clear relationship between
soclioeconomic class and perception

environmental risk

Hypothesis

Environmental Injustice

AEnvironmental Injustice is the
disproportionate distribution of
environmental risks over

different socioeconomic classe

Also calledEnvironmental
Racism, the result Is often lowe
guality air and water, In
economically poorer
neighborhoods, combined with

Increased human health defects.

Risk than high school students attending p
school In higher socioeconomic districts.

S.
around the studied schools, will present

scientific data that will confirm Environmen
' I njustice, and poss

Method

|. Because of Environmental Injustice, high school
students attending Bay Area public schools that
are located In lower socioeconomic districts,
will have highemperceptionsof Environmental

ll. Actual measurements of air quality, above and
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environmental sciences within the

of environmental quality.

ANhe studentsd pe
environmental risk suggest
environmental racism and Injustice.
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Although the survey also suggested a
lower educational standard regarding

demographically poorer public schoals,
the graph shows an inherent knowledge
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Quality Management District that take gaseous measurements of polluta
nin ten miles of the studied sc

A visited three Bay Area schools in the low

student so | evel s of

A attempted to represent 5% of each schoo
student body

socioeconomic demographic and three In the
high, handing out surveys that would gauge the

from wit
AThe Fil

nert Street and International B

nools.

vd Stations in Oakland were aver:
with values from SF stations to compose the mean amounts for the low
soclioeconomic schools.

,_&I'he values for the three high socioeconomic schools were averaged from the
E N Vv $indle \@alfut M@k Elaiongand the ddntduBol&Ind. Way Station.

Addditional information came from the California Environmental Protection
IS Agency Air Resource Board

environmental risk.

differences In air quality between the

public schools and the high, supports
t he studentso perc

of bothpercelvedandactual
Environmental Injustice
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TheFinal Conclusions a trend

ged

Signs like these are common in over industrialized areas of Oakl

and

School Name McClymonds Fremont High  |Balboa High Clayton Valley |Acalanes Campolindo
(Oakland Unified (Oakland Unified (SF Unified School (Mount Diablo Unified | (Acalanes Union High) (Acalanes Union High)
School District) School District) District) School District)

Socioeconomic |Low Low Low High High High

Level

# of Surveys 38 93 59 97 53 49

HERE IS A COPY OF THE SURVEY

Check out the California Air
Resources Board online and learn
about where you live!

www.arb.ca.gov
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