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 Dear APES students and parents,

This weekend, September 14-16, the AP Environmental Science class will embark on our first field trip of the year to the Angelo Coast Reserve (http://nrs.ucop.edu/Angelo.htm). The Reserve, which is located near Laytonville, is a part of the UC Natural Reserve System and the location of my dissertation research. We will depart from school in CPS vans at 9 AM on Friday morning and return to CPS at approximately 9PM Sunday evening. While at the Reserve, we will be studying stream ecology and discussing characteristic natural processes of the region and ways in which human activities impact them.  This trip also allows students to “gel” as a class, and provides the opportunity for less formal discussions of possible projects and other ideas than is often available during our regular hectic campus routine.

The facilities at the Reserve are rustic, but more than adequate for comfort and safety. There are screened in cabins with built-in bunks; there are no mattresses however, so students should bring a thermarest or similar pad if at all possible (I have a couple of spares if needed). Plentiful food and drink will be provided, though students with particular tastes or voracious appetites might consider bringing additional snacks. Please notify me of any food allergies! Regular showers and toilets are available, as are several areas where homework can be done during our “down-time.”

There are few dangers at the Reserve; I have seen one rattlesnake in the 10+ years I have been spending time there, and while there are bears and mountain lions in the vicinity, they have never been any trouble. It is critical that students follow directions while we are out and about, however, as getting lost is a possibility otherwise. There is abundant poison oak in the area – students who know they are especially sensitive should let me know so that I can help them with evasive action. I will take Technu for all students to wash with if there has been opportunity for exposure. 

Please indicate your permission for your student to accompany the class on this trip by signing below. If you have any concerns, please either jot them down below or call me at 415-785-7782. My cell phone number is 510-919-1575. Cell phones generally do not work at the Reserve. There is a caretaker who lives on the premises with his family; they have a phone in case of emergencies (posted on the webpage).

I have posted a list of things to pack on the APES webpage – please let me know if questions arise!

Sincerely,

Adrianna Smyth

I give permission for my student __________________________ to attend the APES field trip, Sept. 14-16.

                                                        (parent signature)

**Please list allergies, medical conditions, or concerns here:
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